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Field Log (exerpt from letter May 28, 1963 from Fred C. Sibley, Binion 
Amerson Honolulu) 

Arrived Honolulu late May 27 th. Called Commander Doyle at 8:00 the 
next day. He informed us that the ship ( U.S.S. Tawakoni. ATF llA) was 
already in port and had expected us yesterday. Moved on board about 11:00. 
Long talk with the Captain and crew. Captain Gandy seem.. very cooperative 
except for wanting a big beer party on each island (he postponed in until 
Canton). We are again in the chief's quarters. But due to some miracle 
there is only one chief. Room to spare. Captain willing - even eager to 
use whale boats. No problems on storage, collecting, etc. 

Captain is considering picking up one of the small landing craft 
at Midway to land all these supplies on Laysan. 

Checked with Mr. Frye about stored supplies and finally got that 
cleared up this afternoon. Arrive tommorrow morning. 

Ship has one 10 man raft will get another when the M0CT0BI comes into 
port. Also has a new 5 l/2 h.p. motor. I will buy another 10 h.p. 
to leave on Laysan. Pick up the old 10 h.p. at Marina. ($25.00 storage, 
etc) 

Buy propane tanks tommorrow. 

Visited Hawaiian Fikh and Game. NO REPORT FROM US] Very nice 
confersation after we explained that a report should have arrived. Told them 
we were visiting Necker, Nihoa, French Frigate, Gardiners Pinnacle, Pearl 
and Hermes. Made no mention of Laysan or the second month's work in the 
Leewards. They were very helpful - verifaxed some reports of other visit 
to the islands,etc. Read Roy Cramer"s report of our trip. Quite fair to 

us although one of his recommendations was that we give more advance 
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notice and a fuller explanation of what we afve doing. Takata didn't 
seem worried about this, hut would appreciate better communications between 
his office and various workers (i.e. He is very happy if we supply a report 
and drop in for a talk each time we hit Honolulu.) Roy is quitting 
shortly to work with the Peace Corps. Takata mentioned a Mr. Bill 
Shinsato as a possibility for a ship. Also mentioned that the coast 
Guard runs a ship into Midway every few weeks. Will check out both of these 
leads later. 

Ashmole is presently on the island working both the Red-footed Booby 
colony and the birds on Moku Manu. Will try to check with him tommorrow 
to see about the possibility of working these two areas. 

Big meeting at 9:00 tommorrow with Cdr. Doyle and the Captain 
about our schedule. Both want to drop the survey trips and the Captain 
feels that he can cut 5-6 other travel days out of the schedule by steaming 
along a normal speed ( 13*5 knots). 

Tell Bob the meals are better and the head is harder to get to if you 


get sea sick. 
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Pago Pago, Tut till a , Americai Samoa 
14$ Purple Swamphen - Larry claims to have seen 3 - didn’t 

however use glasses or not any diagnostic characteristics 

* 

only ■svidencc was color and size - size estimates wer later 

found to be way off. Claim therefore rest* on color and 
size — which could have been due to lighting on bird. — 

Banded Rails Sean appeared very da k in poor light conditions 

... . . - 

• > 

15) Swiftlets - common 16) White-collared Kingfisher - 8 

% 4 

perched on telephone wires along coast. 17) Samoan Starling - 
common IS) Wattled HoneyQeater — .common 19) Cardinal Honey- 
eater 10-15 seen others heard 2 immatures Back to ship 
by 4 pm just after visitihg hours. Walked into town with 
Roger. Only one store open. New officer joined ship 
today along with several seamen. As a result Brat ley was 
forced to move to other quarters# In evening wandered back 
to town to kill the monotony and to get mway from the ship 
Place dead as. a doornail# In bed early «• bad sunburn 
and legs tired from the 12~15 miles of walking* 

Everyone else fagged out from a night at the Goat Island 
Club so I went up mountain alone. Went to reservoir and 

i 

then climbed slope tovest of stream. Followed ridge on 

top until I reached area above waterfall visited two days 
ago. This took from 7 AM to 9Am. Then descended long 
ways down very narrow steep spine and then crawled up a near 
vertical cliff on the other side. Thick vege ation Bade it 
nearly impossible to movve either up or down despite 85 degrei 
slope. Finally foftnd a trail along top of ridge which lead 
to main ridge and then a very good trail along the main 


* 






i -• 

> 

* , •• . * 

.. - 1- a .. . ' 

• * . . ■ . ' . 

! ■ ... - . 

_ ■ X -► . . *-■. . - 

' - . . : . ----- .1 ^ • 

• 

• j 

-c'" t 

, 

Sibley, F.C. 

19^3 

• 

Pago Pago, Tutulia, \merican Samoa 52 

: •*% .. _e ■ - -•* • ' 7 _ v • .t ' ’ ,V .. • ' . V-, »• 

ridge. Progressed rapidly on this part despite 

steepness of climb. On top by 10:30. Spent about a half 

- # 4 

hour here before starting down the other side. Neal 
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Spencer had said there was a trail this way but none was to 
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be fo nd so I spent from 11:00 to 12:30 fighting my way 

through vegetation, falling down cliffs hidden by 
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grxss and generally having one horrible time* Finally gave 
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up on following ridge and descended to the stream. Wash sweat 
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soaked clothing and swam around in the cool mountain 
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pool. Stirted off again by 1:00 and moved slowly down the 
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stream. A number of 50-60 foot falls which I had to go 

. *t; -V • • 
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around. Otherwise a very easy walk. Out to main road 

just outside, harboiir by 2:00. Walked the 1 | miles back 

' -V • - : 

to the ship and cleaned up. Veget tion siraila to that of 

other days but more lyropodium and ferns seen. ^ree 

,S*' - . 

snails found on a few trees. Upper levels (Probabl above 

i ' ^ 
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2,000 ft. ) the vegetation becomes stunted and consists 

mainly of tree ferns, Pandamus? and small, live oak like 

*! 

trees. This area occupied almost exclusively by cardinal 

Honeyeater. Mountain streams contain great nuiriaers of 

crayfish up to 10" long. Birds seen W-T Tropicbird, 
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Fairy Tern, Common Noddy 4 Crimson-Crowned Fruit Pigeon 

(15-20), Banded Fail 2) Polynesian Starling - 5-10 very 

small and short tailed — at moderate range the bird appears 

• 

dark above and light below. At close range the lightness 

* 

is not as conspicuous and one sees thin white streaking 
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Pago Pago, Tutulia, American Samoa 


on underparts-and the shorter bill is ve y conspicuous. 

on g and c.^lls much softer than Samoan Stirling. 

Samoan Starling (common). Cardinal Honey-eater 
(abundant) Wattled Honeyeater (common) Purple 
Swamphen 1 at 1000+ 100 feet fading on roots. 

Swiftlets (a few seen). Wandered into town, packed odds and 
ends for Birnie I. Wrote up notes and reoports in evening. 
Visited Goat Island Club and Island Moon Bar with rest 
of party. Had a short row with one of the chiefs concernin g 
who could wear his hat. The locals were quite anti-navy 
so there was never much danger of our getting overrun. 

v 

Shore patrol moved everone out shortly afterwards anyway. 

Left harbor at SAM headed for Birnie Island. Birds much 
the same as when we came in except for a flock of 25-30 
Blue-gray noddies. Sea quite rough hit calmer parts by 
supper time. Tired and bored. Everyone will be glad 
to finish vdth this cruise. 
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Tutuila, American Samoa - SUMMARY 

28 Oct - 1 Nov. 1964 

Very little time spent in the field. Merrill and Woodwards trips are 
therefore included. Two trips to NE end of island walking to ridge and down 
to windward side. One afternoon trip to highest point on the island. 

Phaethon lepturus - a few seen each day over the ridges. 

Fregata ariel - Two males seen in the windward side. 

Pluvialis dominica - Three seen one day on windward side. 

Heteroscelus incanum - Several seen, one collected. 

Anous stolidus - Up to ten seen on windward side. Dived on us several times. 
Procelsterna cerulea - Six seen on windward side. One nestling and several 
old nest sites on a high rock face. 

Rallus philippensis - About six seen along the roads. Very tame. 

Ptilinopus porphyraceus - Common. Especially easy to approach one rainy misty 
afternoon. 

Eudynamis taitensis - Two seen, one collected. 

Tyto alba - Neal Spencer, Dept. Ag. Entomologist, confiscated one shot by his 
assistant and presented it to us. 

Collocalia spodiopygia - Common. 

Halcyon chloris - Several seen. 

Pycnonotus rufiventris ?? 0 Common around town. 

Aplonis at rifuscus - Common. Three collected. 

Foulchaio carunculata - Abundant, 4 collected. 

Myzomela cardinalis - Again noted in large numbers in last 500 feet of climb 
to the highest peak. No other species present in this area. Immature and 
female Cardinal Honeyeaters outnumbered adult males 4 or 5 to 1. 

A few fish donated by one of the sailors as they died in his aquarium. 
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